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School starts

Friday 1st October 2021
Kia ora e te whānau.
Wow! What a term it has been! My first term at Pauatahanui has had it all - whole school swimming, senior
swimming sports, power cuts, stranded busses blocking the road, the new bathrooms and deck, the learning centre
deck being replaced and water leaks. I have loved every minute and always look forward to coming to school each
day. All the staff are amazing and they all do a fantastic job and the students have been so welcoming and I have
loved getting to know them better this term.
Term 4 is already shaping as a busy and fun filled term. We get off to a great start with our school athletics day in the
first week, which is exciting! Fingers crossed that we are at level 1 and we can make the most of what is usually a
very fun event.
I hope everyone has an enjoyable break over the next two weeks and the weather is kind so we can get outside and
enjoy the sunshine.

STAFFING
In case you haven’t seen the Educa post, Becky Spencer has been appointed as an Assistant Principal at Paremata
School beginning in 2022. Becky will be leading and teaching in the Year 7 and 8 syndicate at Paremata School.
This is an exciting move for Becky. She will do a fantastic job and Paremata School is very lucky to have her.

This is sad news for Pauatahanui School as Becky has been an important part of our school community for 15 years.
Nearing the end of term 4 we will hold a farewell for Becky to celebrate her time at Pauatahanui School.

BUILDING UPDATE
The deck leading to the Learning Centre has nearly been completed and it looks great. The builders have done an
excellent job and it will be good to have this back in use for the start of term 4. From day one next term the fences
will be gone and you will be able to access the Learning Centre from the front door.
Ngā mihi
Caine Webster - Principal

FROM THE OFFICE

2022 ENROLMENTS
We would like to hear from all families (living in the school zone or have siblings already attending Pauatahanui
School) who have a child turning 5 in 2022 and are planning to attend Pauatahanui School.
Please get in touch with Sue in the office to fill in an enrolment form.

YUMMY STICKERS
Please hand in all your yummy stickers by the 29th of October to the
office. This will give the school some cool sports equipment.
Pick up your collection sheet from the office or download here
https://www.yummyfruit.co.nz/schools/

SCHOOL LOOP APP
Just a reminder, that we are using the School Loop app for reporting absentees
and our newsletters. You can download this from apple play or google play stores.

POTTY PLANTERS SALES DAY ON THE 24TH OCTOBER
With Lamb & Calf day unfortunately being cancelled this year, the Potty Planters Sales Day will be the biggest
fundraising event for the school. The team has made plans, so the event can go ahead if we stay in level 2 but we are
still hoping to be in level 1, so we can make it even bigger.
We need as many volunteers in the build-up and on the day as possible.
Please help!
To support potty planters you can
-

Volunteer some time to help in the build up to the day

-

Volunteer on the day (from 8.00-12.00 or all day 8.00 – 3.00)

-

Save sturdy boxes (food delivery ones like hello fresh/my food bag etc are perfect)

-

Save the wool insulation from food boxes

-

Save 2L milk bottles (clean but not squashed)
All of these can be dropped off once we are in level 1.

Please email Pauatahanui.pottyplanters@gmail.com if you can volunteer.

BEE HEALTHY DENTAL CHECKS CONTINUE AFTER THE HOLIDAYS

SPORTS NEWS
School Athletics
We really need your help to run all the events for school athletics. We realise that we do need to be in Level 1 for
this to happen but the organisation of the event still needs to happen. Have a look at your calendar and see if you
can help out and fill in the attached form.

Athletics Helpers
Also if your child will be taking the school bus on Athletics Day - can you please email Kate Excell
(katee@pauatahanui.school.nz) as we will have a record of these students and will need to supervise them at the
end of the day.

WHITIREIA HUB
In Whitireia, we have been writing our own poem inspired by Kobe Bryant’s “Dear Favourite Sport”.
Here are some of our poems.

Dear Dirt Biking
I fell in love with you because of the way you
gave me a feeling of adrenaline and freedom.
The feeling of being able to go anywhere,
the thrill of the wind blowing over me, and
getting covered in mud.
Harry (except of second verse)

EPro8
A few people from years 5-8 have been selected to do Epro-8 for our school. For those of you who don’t know, Epro8
is an engineering and science competition. There are teams of four and they have to build things out of rectangular
aluminium rods, red and blue joiners (Red ones connect poles at 90° angles and blue ones can connect at any other
angle).
String, axles, tires, and many other things to play around with. Congrats to Paua Engineers (Summer, Therese, Dylan
and Liam) Paua team 2 (Connor W, Annabel, Abigail and Logan) Paua Penguins (Lewis, Jack, Riley and Annie) and the
Paua Architects (Connor S, Reuben, Harry and Evie), for being chosen to do the Epro8 challenge!
This year the challenge was to create a monument from around the world of our choice using the Epro8 kit, and
launch party poppers off the structure. We had a few weeks to create this structure, and then when we were happy
we had to take a video of the monument and how we launched the party poppers off it. Then we had to write a
report, along with the video and send it off. The teams chose to make - London Bridge, Wellington Cable Car, The
Beehive, and the Golden Gate Bridge.

Here are the final constructions that were submitted for
judging. The year 5/6 team and year 7/8 who wins will go onto
an inter school event next term.

TAINUI HUB

FAIRY TALE DRESS-UP DAY
During this term at school, we immersed the children with a variety of different fairy tales, including Billy Goats
Gruff, Little Red Riding Hood and Jack and the Beanstalk. We have read big books together, listened to poems and
have also written our own fairy tales so today we thought we'd celebrate all our learning with a fairy tale themed
day - costumes, craft activities and lots more!

THANK YOU VERY MUCH TO OUR LOYAL SPONSORS WHO HELP IN MANY WAYS
PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE HERE
office@pauatahanui.school.nz

