Newsletter Term 1
Wk 11 2021
Important Dates for Term 1
16 April

Teachers only day
Term 2 starts on Monday 3 May

Important Dates for Term 2
20 May
25 May
26 May
7 June
8 June
24 June

BoT Meeting
Cross Country
Year7/8 Immunisations
Queen’s Birthday
Teachers only Day
BoT Meeting

Tuesday 13 April 2021
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whānau,
Well this is it- my last couple of days at Pauatahanui School. When thinking about what to write in my last principal
blurb, I had a bit of a scan through the newsletters from the last 7 and a bit years. This reminded me of just how
much work and progress has been made by the community and the amazing staff team at Pauatahanui School.
One of the key aspects that has stood out is just how busy our special wee school is. Every newsletter is full of
photos of our students engaged in a range of engaging learning activities, both inside and outside of the
classroom. The list of activities is way too long for this newsletter but sports, camps, leadership opportunities and
getting hands-on with learning is certainly what we are all about.
I would like to acknowledge the staff team and the community for going that extra mile to ensure our students are
offered every opportunity to live, learn and grow in such a unique environment.
Another thing that has stood out is how the school’s physical environment has changed over the past 7 years. One of
the first projects I was involved in was the installation of the new equipment in the junior playground. I remember it
vividly as it was an incredibly stormy Mother’s Day in 2014 when a working bee was organised to erect the Rocket
and install the new playground.
Every classroom has been refurbished over the past 7 years and as I type this I can hear the builders banging and
cutting as the Universal Bathroom, Room 8 deck and Room 7/8 modern learning environment project gets
underway. I am very proud to be leaving the school in good shape and in the knowledge that the BoT has done all
they can to invest our modest property budget in projects that will enhance outcomes for students and enable our
staff to teach in modern environments.
I would like to make a special mention of the teams that have led Potty Planters and Lamb and Calf Day over the
years. The work that these people put in is nothing short of remarkable and the money that these groups have raised
is so important.

As my whanau and I head off to our next adventure I have been reflecting on just how fast time passes by. The
students who were here as year 8’s in 2014 will be getting close to their 21st birthdays! My daughter started at
Pauatahanui School as a year 5 in 2014. She is now in her last year of secondary school! The students who started at

Pauatahanui School on the same day that I did in 2014 will be finishing their last year as primary school students and
will be starting the next phase of their educational journey in just three short terms.
I have loved hearing about all of the successes that Pauatahanui School students have when they move onto the
next phase in their education. I am also very proud of the staff who have moved onto leadership roles in other
schools after being given plenty of opportunities for growth and development at Pauatahanui School.
I would like to say a heartfelt thank you to all the students and members of the community who have passed on
messages of appreciation for the work that I have done. This means a great deal.
It has been an absolute privilege to be in a position to lead such an incredible team in such a special school.
I wish you all the very for the future.
Ngā mihi

Bradley Roberts
Principal

HIGH FIVE

Certificates for last Friday’s Senior Assembly
Scott Nicholson
Tyler Savage
Emma Houlihan
Zander de Boer
Mackie Turei
Annabel Mander
Edward Burke
Asha Wong

Sullivan Kerr
Nate White
Harry White
Cassidy Meli
Annie Brown
Arani Turei
Dylan Tunbridge

FROM THE OFFICE
We had a lucky book club order without a name or classroom. We ordered the books but so far they haven’t been
claimed. If this handwriting looks familiar and this is your child’s order, please come to the office to pick it up.

Lost Property
A family is on the hunt for their daughter’s pink Kathmandu jacket and a pair of grey/pink New Balance sneakers. If
you have spotted any of these items, please let us know.

SPORTS

YMCA – KiwiVolley
Our Paua Stars have had a fun term playing KiwiVolley at Te
Rauparaha arena. Thanks to Amy Macklin for managing the
team once again.

From the coach:
The Paua Stars had a fantastic term and all played so well. They really showed
the Paua Values throughout the term and have a fantastic attitude towards the game and each
other. They were a fantastic team to coach and be part of. Ka mau te wehi Paua Stars!

YMCA sports next term are:
Monday - Floorball all year groups (for more info on floorball have a look at this website)
http://wellingtonfloorball.org.nz/about/floorball
Tuesday - Futsal year 1-2 & year 5-6
Wednesday - Futsal year 3-4 & year 7-8
These competitions will begin in Week 3 of Term 2 and a

CLUBS
This term was the first term of Clubs at Pauatahanui School! We've had a range of awesome clubs run during break
times by some fantastic teachers. Here is a little snippet of what we've been up to:
Netball Skills:
Some keen year 5 and 6 students have been partaking in netball skills each
Friday for the second half of the term. They have learnt about the 7 positions,
stepping, defending, passing and shooting. They are all looking forward to
applying these skills to games when the netball season starts in term 2! Big
thank you to the senior students who helped Miss Davis out.

Bush/Walking Club:
Each week Mrs Layfield has been running a
junior bush and walking club. They've loved the
bug hunting and discovering new and exciting
bugs along the way - they've found dead wetas,
black tunnel web spiders, black cobweb spiders,
stick insects - all hiding and camouflaging away
from their predators, underneath stones, rocks
and plants - we've even spotted some noisy
fantails in the bush (who we think may be
telling us to be quiet!)

Running Club:
Some of the senior students have been doing a running club with Mrs Spencer each week. They mostly run down to
the inlet, sometimes to Motukaraka Point, other times around the reserve. They have enjoyed running at their own
pace, and have loved getting out for some extra exercise and going for a lunchtime run.
Masterchef:
Mr Roberts ran a Masterchef class a couple of lunchtimes a week, with a range of different people. They learned
how to make chicken kebabs, hot cross buns and brownies. Getting to make and eat different things, and mould and
shape dough was a great experience.
-Kansas Davis - Whitireia Teacher

RAUKAWA HUB
Room 5 has been observing closely at the Inlet this term. Our favourite bird is the Spoonbill. We wrote
scientific descriptions about the Royal Spoonbill.

Royal spoonbill
7.4.2021
The Royal Spoonbill is a medium size bird and it can fly.
It is found in New Zealand. I have seen it in the Pauatahanui wildlife reserve.
Appearance
Under the neck there is a patch of pale orange and the wing,body and head is a bright white.
The tail and the beak is jet black. The plumage is bright white and the bird has a 30cm
wingspan. The beak is charcoal black. The leg is thin as a stick and the foot has four toes
three at the front. One on the back for balance.
Diet
The Royal Spoonbill’s way to eat food is amazing. So let's take a deep dive. On the beck
there are lots of little hairs so it can sense the vibration of the fish in the water at night.
I think
I think the Royal spoonbill is funny because it shows off to the girls with the Mohawk
feathers.
By Josh Banner

Royal Spoonbill
________________________________

APPEARANCE




A Royal Spoonbill’s legs are made of a leather type skin.
 The beak is ripply like a human's fingerprint.
There are four claws, three at the front and one at the back.
Inside the beak/bill has many little wriggly tentacle like hairs.
 The feathers are a snowy, creamy white.

_____________________________________________________

DIET
All spoonbills eat shrimp, sea snails, small fish and crabs.
__________________________________________________
I think the spoonbill is a weird bird because the boys have spiky back hair and
feathers.
BY BLAKE BAILEY

TAINUI HUB

WHITIREIA HUB

THANK YOU VERY MUCH TO OUR LOYAL SPONSORS WHO HELP IN MANY WAYS
PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE HERE
office@pauatahanui.school.nz

