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Friday 7 May 2021
Kia ora e te whānau.
Welcome back to Pauatahanui School for another term of fun and learning. It’s great to see the students
back refreshed after a break and ready for a busy term of learning and the start of a variety of winter
sports.
We finished off last term with a wonderful farewell for Bradley, he was very touched and said that we had
all made his last week at Pauatahanui so memorable. We gave him 2 alpacas to remember us by, which he
has now made into a small herd of three and said they are his new best mates already! I will be Acting
Principal for this term while the BOT work towards appointing our new Principal.
STAFFING
As you may know already Miss Davis is expecting her first baby and will be heading off on maternity leave
at the end of this term. We are really pleased to announce that Shelley Dalton has accepted this position.
Shelley has worked in the school in a variety of roles for many years and will be a great addition to our
Pauatahanui team.
KEEPING OURSELVES SAFE
As part of the Health Curriculum we will be delivering the Keeping Ourselves Safe programme in
conjunction with Joanna Ryder from the Police. To introduce this programme we will be having a parent
information session on Monday 17th May at just after 3pm in room 5. This will be an opportunity to find out
about this programme and also ask any questions.
BUILDING UPDATE
The builders have been working hard over the holidays and the universal bathroom that is being added
between room 7 & 8 is really taking shape. They started work on the deck this week which is looking
fabulous.

CROSS COUNTRY
You will be aware the students have started training for the school cross country which is in week 4.
Parents are welcome to attend this event which will be held at the Pauatahanui School on the 25th May.
More information about this event will be sent out via Educa soon.
SCHOOL DROP OFF
A friendly reminder - when using the bus drop off point, please be careful exiting the bus bay and be
prepared to stop at the crossing. We know it is a busy time but this will help the road patrollers as it is
difficult for them to check this as well as monitoring the traffic and keeping everyone safe. Thank you for
your cooperation with this.

SCIENCE ALIVE
This term our inquiry topic has focussed on gathering and interpreting data in our local environment. Our
learners have gained knowledge from observations made in the environment. In Tanui we have used our
senses to see, hear, smell, and touch insects we collect. In Raukawa and Whitireia we have used tools to
help us collect evidence about birds and native trees. Equipment has been used to measure to give us
further data. We have made inferences about the data and ask wondering questions that have furthered
our understanding. We love that our students are thinking, acting and communicating like scientists.

Ngā mihi Kate Excell - Acting Principal

SCHOOL DOCS
There is one policy to review for parents this term:

Reporting to Parents on Student Progress and Achievement
If you would like to review this policy go to school docs
https://pauatahanui.schooldocs.co.nz/
Username: pauatahanui
Password: bert

STUDENT COUNCIL

Kia ora Pauatahanui.
This year we are proud to announce that we are supporting Pink Shirt Day.
Every year schools and kura around the country transform into a sea of pink to help celebrate diversity,
spread aroha, and end bullying in Aotearoa.
Will you join us this year on Pink Shirt Day on the 21st of May?
Please bring a gold coin donation to support this worthy cause.
So let us work together - Speak Up, Stand Together, Stop Bullying.
Brought to you by the Student Council Events Team

FROM THE OFFICE
We are still collecting bread tags!
Thanks so much to all who have sent bread tags into school, we have quite a collection!
Do you have bread tags lying around that need a good home?! Ruma tahi are continuing their collection
of bread tags for the 'bread tags for wheelchairs' charity. The more we collect the more good we can do! Please send
them to room one and place them in our bread tag collection box. They get recycled into seedling trays - all the
profit then goes to a charity, some locally in New Zealand and some in South Africa where they buy wheelchairs for
people who need them. Many thanks, Mrs Layfield and room one.

We had a lucky book club order without a name or classroom. We ordered the books but so far they haven’t been
claimed. If this handwriting looks familiar and this is your child’s order, please come to the office to pick it up.

CLUBS

Welcome to term two and another term of Clubs at Pauatahanui School! We have another
awesome lot of clubs that are going to be run by staff and parents during lunch times this term.
Your children will have the opportunity to sign up for these via their classroom teacher when the
time arises during the term.
Mrs Kearney will be running a board games club for the junior students.
Mrs Hadfield is running an art/drawing club for the junior students.
Kiri and MJ Cook are running a football club for the junior students, with the help of some of our
awesome senior footballers.
Ms Cooze will be running a construction project club for some senior students.
Mrs Jolly and Mrs Sarniak-Thomson are running a music/jam club for senior students.
Huge thank you to the parents and teachers involved in this terms Clubs.
If you have a special talent or interest that you would love to share with our students, please get in
contact with Kansas Davis and we can see if we can use your expertise in a future club!
kansasd@pauatahanui.school.nz
-Kansas Davis - Whitireia Teacher

RAUKAWA HUB
In room 7 this term we are doing "Mental Maths Monday" and having a focus on increasing our knowledge of basic
facts. This week we learnt a new game called 'Factors and Multiples'
You pick a number to start with eg. 2, then think of a factor or multiple of that number. The person with the most
moves wins!
Liam & Dylan "We got up to 21"
Summer- "I got 23"
Elliot- "I got 100"
It's a bit of a fun challenge! See if you can have a go at home.

WHITIREIA HUB

We have started to look at narrative writing. Here are a couple of excerpts from our writing.
The first one is from a picture prompt where we had to write about what happened before and after
the picture, identifying the problem and resolution.
The next day was” May The Fourth” so we used Star Wars characters for our inspiration.
She stands there, whispering, “Come… find us…”
I woke up drenched in sweat. “Just a dream, Just a dream, Just a dream,” but it wasn’t Just a dream… it was the same
dream over and over and over again. The same girl, the same voice, the same place.
I threw on my dishevelled uniform, and like yesterday, skipped breakfast, and walked outside of apartment 43 and into
the crossfire of the howling wind.
Alice R, Year 7

The Bad Jar Jar Binks
Jar Jar emerged from the red and black shuttle, his long ears blowing in the cold naboo breeze. His two
eyes protruding from the top of his head. The long, stretched snout gave him an almost dog like effect.
Lewis, Year 8

Personality: Jyn Erso- Rogue One
She is feisty, smart and courageous, she is very blunt and skilled, and can use others' weaknesses against
them. Usually, she thinks things through and is weirdly calm. Using her connections with other people, she
has a wide range of people to fall back on or get information from, and she knows how to work around
people. During the movie, she sacrifices a lot and is aware of everyone around her. She thinks of every
option, and she is brave and fearless.
Ellie, Year 8

Maths
Snail Probability
This term, we have been learning about probability. We played a game to see which “snail” (i.e. counters!)
came first based on adding up the roll of 2 normal dice. Our prediction was that the fastest snail would be
between 6-9 and we were correct as the most common number was 7. We looked at why this happened by
finding out the number of combinations for each roll and also found out that we could also work out the
percentage of this happening. We now know the importance of sample size when doing probability tests.

TAINUI HUB

THANK YOU VERY MUCH TO OUR LOYAL SPONSORS WHO HELP IN MANY WAYS
PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE HERE
office@pauatahanui.school.nz

