Newsletter Term 3
Wk 3 2021
Important Dates for Term 3
16 August
17 August
2 September
3 September
9 September
16 September
22 September
28-30 Sept
1 October
2 – 17 Oct

School Swimming
School Swimming
Swimming Sports Day years 5 - 8
Onesie Day Fundraiser
Photo Day
BoT Meeting
Parent Evening with Kathryn Berkett
Bee Healthy Dental Van
Teacher only Day (School closed for instruction)
Term Break

18 October

Term 4 starts

Friday 13 August 2021

Kia ora e te whānau.
I hope everyone has managed to keep warm during the cold weather lately. The hail proved to be a highlight for
many here at school and created a bit of excitement, although some were a bit disappointed that snow didn’t arrive.
Unfortunately we have had two powercuts here at school in the last two weeks, which isn’t ideal during cold
weather. Thankfully the power was restored reasonably quickly and we weren’t affected too much. In the case
where we have no power and the temperature in classes drops to unacceptable levels we may need to close the
school. This decision wouldn’t be made lightly as we know it would be a huge disruption for a lot of people.
If, in the future we have to close the school we would like this process to be as smooth as possible. Part of this
process is contacting parents and caregivers quickly. We would like everyone to please take a couple of minutes to
complete the “communication with school” survey, which asks what is the best way to contact parents and
caregivers in the case of an emergency. Please note that once responses have been received we will let everyone
know which form of communication we will use.
This survey is also a good opportunity to update your contact information, including emergency contact details.
Communication with school survey

INTERVIEWS
Thank you to everyone who booked times to meet with their child’s teacher. The partnership between home and
school is a vital part of every child’s education and it is nice to take the time to meet face to face.

PARENT INFORMATION EVENING
Kathryn Berkett will be delivering a 90 minute presentation on Wednesday 22nd September at 6.30pm in the
Learning Centre. Kathryn is an Educational Psychologist and has a unique ability to convey complex information in an
easy-to-listen to, easy-to-understand way. What you learn will be instantly applicable to practice. The staff had a
session with Kathryn in term 2 and found it incredibly useful.
The focus of Kathryn’s presentation will be a combination of Raising Resilient Children and Neuroscience of Device
Zombies. If you would like to know more about Kathryn you can visit her website https://www.engagetraining.co.nz/
The cost of attending the presentation will be $5.00 per ticket. More information and details regarding tickets will be
sent out soon.

BUILDING UPDATE
Yay, the fences are down and the kids have been making good use of the new deck and bathrooms.

Next week the builders are back and will be repairing the deck leading to the Learning Centre. This means that the
fences will go up and access to the Learning Centre and Room 10 will be round the back near Room 10. This work is
scheduled to take approximately two weeks.
Ngā mihi
Caine Webster - Principal

FROM THE OFFICE

We are
still
collecting
the
Yummy
stickers
which will
get the
school
some cool sports equipment.
Pick up your collection sheet from the office or
download here
https://www.yummyfruit.co.nz/schools/

POTTY PLANTERS
This week at Potty Planters we started our vege seed planting, and we planted around 100 punnets and pots of Peas,
Beans, Corn, Courgettes, Sunflowers and a few other veges. We’d like to say a huge thanks to Kings Seeds who each
year very kindly donate a massive amount of seeds to us. Over the last few weeks we’ve been tidying up the
greenhouse and preparing it ready for our seeds to go in. Next week we’ll be starting our hot seeds like tomatoes,
cucumbers and peppers.
Our nursery is filling up nicely and the plants are growing well, and we’re starting to prepare for our yearly sale
which will be as usual on Labour weekend Sunday 24th October 9am-2pm. A call for helpers on the day will be going
out soon, and we have thousands of plants at bargain prices, so put it your calendar!
We are needing more volunteers to keep us going next year, so pop down on Tuesday between 9am-12pm to see
what we get up to, and learn how we grow our plants. Also keep an eye out around the school grounds on our
upcoming gardening related projects with the Eco Heros team.
The Potty Planters Team.

HIGH FIVE
Junior certificates went to the following students:
Mia B
Charlotte C
Alina
Jack A
Emelia P

Shontelle
Lucas C
Izzy M
Cooper C
Congratulations, well done!

Senior certificates went to the following students:
Katelyn
Reuben
Joshua B
George Bl
Katie Jean Charlie G
Abi
Emma H
Jacob
Jamie S
Will P
Evie
Anika
Cassidy
Jess

WHITIREIA HUB

Refugee by Alan Gratz
We have just finished reading this book in class. There are 3 refugees in different
timelines and countries. They are all leaving in search of a better home and life.
Isabel - has to leave Cuba because of riots and political disagreements; Josef - is
a Jew and is forced out of his country by the Nazis; Mahmoud - flees the war and
bombing in Syria. The story follows them escaping their countries and they each
have a different journey. They have plenty of ups and downs and it keeps you
hooked in wanting to find out more. It was interesting to follow their stories and
we would recommend you read it to find out what it would be like to be a
refugee.

Lewis and Josh

Rotary Award Winners
On Monday Sofia Boden and Anika Myers were recognised at the Porirua Primary Leadership Awards run by Rotary
and Porirua City Council. It was a great opportunity to acknowledge students who uphold Rotary’s official motto of
“Service above Self by demonstrating leadership, giving service, and
are role models. Both Sofia and Anika are worthy recipients and we
were proud to have them recognised amongst other young people of
Porirua.

RAUKAWA HUB
We had a special visitor into Raukawa Hub, Whaea Trish from Aotea College came to work with us for our science
topic about forces.
Questions we investigated:
How many coins can I put on top of each other, and then flick a coin to move the bottom coin?
How does the water stay inside the bucket, when I turn it upside down?
How many pieces of toilet paper do I use off a roll of toilet paper?

FROM THE PRESCHOOL

TAINUI HUB

THANK YOU VERY MUCH TO OUR LOYAL SPONSORS WHO HELP IN MANY WAYS
PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE HERE
office@pauatahanui.school.nz

